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The — of he Lord i is with them that fear him ; Lg * will 
ſue w them his govenant, The Pſalmift David. . - | 


Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his feerex ; 


unto his ſervants the prophets, "Prophet: Amos. 

Thus faith the Lord, the holy one of Hrael, and his Maker, aſk 
me things to come concerning my ſons, and concerning the 
work of my hands command ye me. Iſaial 45, 11. 


- Many Gall run to and es, and 5 ſhall be increaſed, 


aniel 12, 4. 


od * 
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e 
Pa1nzzD, BY DRAPER 4 FOLSOM, ar Turiy 
anne. AT THE CORNER OF F Winter-Streqt, | 
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Ar acting of the Tron of PLyMouTH, . 
 begally aſſembled and held at the Court + 
Houſe mPLYMOUTH, March 16, 1778. 


| Voted, 


T Watſon and Iſaac Lothrop, Eſq rs. 
be, and they hereby are appointed a 
Committee, to wait on the Rev. Samuel 
Ht, with the Thanks of this Town, 
for his learned and ingenious Sermon, 
delivered in this Town, on the laft An- 
niverſary of the landing of our Fathers 
here, and requeſt a Copy thereof, that 
it 5 be Printed. 


Atteſt, 
"Eph, Spooner, Town-Clerk, 
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HAT Major Jo/hua Thomas, William | 
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Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at hit word : your 
brethren that hated you, that caft you cut for my names ſake, ſaid, 
Let the Lord be glirified ; but he ſhall appear to your ic, and 
they ſhall be aſhamed A voice of noiſe from the city, à voice 
rem the temple, a voice of the LORD that render recompenſy 


to his enemies. Before ſhe travailed fhe breught forth ; befors, 
her pain came, ſhe was delivered of a man child. Who hath 
heard ſuch a thing? Who hath ſeen ſuch thing: Shall the earth 
be mae to bring forth in one day, or ſhall a; naticn be born at 
once ? For as ſon as Zion travailed ſhe brought forth her chil» 
drin. Shall I bring to the birth, and not cauſe to bring forth Þ. 


Cali the LORD; ali e to bring. foril, rw the womb? 
Kall ay God. | 


S the end of our aſſainbling t. toge· 
ther at time, is to commemorate 
the goodneſs of God towards our 

forefathers, in conducting them from their 

native land, into this American wilderneſs, 
and providing for thein here a ſaſe retreat 
from the rage and malice of prelatical bi- 
gotry ;---and as he has, by a numerous 
train of cpr ing events, remarkably 


— — 


* 
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Wer hiimſelf to be our God, as he was 
the God of our fathers ; I thought I could 
not better entertain this reſpectable aſſem- 
bly, than by chuſing this paſſage of ſacred 
icripture for the ſubject of our preſent 
meditation : For, I have been fully per- 
ſnaded in my own mind for ſeveral years, 
that this text does contain in it, a pro- 
phecy of the diſpenſations of divine pro- 
vidence towards his church and people in 
New-England ; And I hope to make it 

appear highly probable, that a great part 
| of this text. has already been remarkably 
fulfilled in our Land, 


IN the words of out text, we find two 
things worthy of obſervation. The firſt 
is, the relation of a fact, viz. That the 
church and people of God were hated, and 
. grievouſly perſecuted by their brethren, 
Ly. The ſecond is, a gracious promiſe, that 
| God would appear for the deliverance of 
his church and people, and to the con- 
fuſion of their adverſaries. 


| The firſt thing worthy of our obſervation, 
is, the relation of a fact, viz. That the 
church and people of God were hated, and 
grievouſly perſecuted by their brethren, 
That the perſons who ſuffer this affliction 


1 
from their brethren, are the church and 
people of God, appears from the character 
given them in our text, of trembling at 
the divine word, — Hear the word of the 
LORD, ye that tremble at his word: Now 
thoſe that tremble at the word, or com- 
mand of God, are the peculiar favorites 
of heaven, who walk in all the ordinances and 
commandments of the LORD blameleſs, who are 
in heart ſincere, and being humble and 
contrite, are afraid to diſobey, or break 
the divine law. Theſe are the true church 
of God, in oppoſition to all hypocritical, 
formal profeſſors, who are ſtrangers to 
experimental religion and the power of 
godlineſs ; ſee the ſecond verſe of the 
context, But to this man will ] look, even 
to him that is poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, 
and that trembleth at my word ;---this is the 
man whom God will accept ; whereas the 

hypocritical formaliſt diſpleaſes God, while 
he pretends to obey his ordinances ; as we 
may ſee in the third verſe : He that killeth 
an ox, is as if he flew a man ; he that ſacrificeth 
a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck ; he that 
offereth an oblation, as if he offered ſwines blood; 
he that burneth incenſe, as if he bleſſed an idol. 
The reaſon of God's difpleaſure at ſuch 
perſons,is rendercd inthe following words : 


| F304 


— Yea 7] Cy. os Fin choſen, heir. own Ways, and 
their foul delighterh in their obominations : i. e. 
They had mixed their own inventions 
with the. divine inſtitutions ; they had 
made void the law of God, through their 
own traditions, and had taught for doc- 
trines, the. commandments-of men ; and 
they delighted i in many things, that were 
con trary to the divine will, But thoſe who 
tremble at the word of God, dare not 
delight i n any thing that is an abomination 
to tl IN RD: they dare not add any thing 
to the word of God; neither dare they 
diminiſh ought from it; they are afraid 
to C orrupt. t the Divine Word. with their own 
inventions; they dare not ſet up any 
human inſtitutions in the room of the 
Diy ine commands. To tremble at the word 
of. God, and to fear God, are ſynonimous 
terms,and mean theſame thing : ſeePhilip: 
2d chap, and f 2thverſe. Work out your.own 
toation with fear and trembling. Now the 
fear of the Lord in ſcripture, ſignifies the 
whole of religion and true piety ; ſeeEccleſ. 
Xil. 13. Let us bear the concluſion of the whole 
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandm ents; 
for this is the whole duty of man. The obje& 
of the divine fear inthe law of God ; hence 
the Palmiſt ſpeaking of the Divine Law, 


8x 1. 


calls it dne gan, gf che Lord, Plal. 19409. 

Th-.jear of the Lard ii clean, enduring. forever 

. E. the Divine Law, which is the object 
and only rule of true religious fear, is pure 
and free from all corrupt, mixtures f hu- 
man invention, aud, like the author of it, 
hall abide, forever. If the law of God is 
the whole rule of our conduct, and the 
thoſe, who, ſons God,. and tremble. at his 
word, are, ſuch, who dare not ſet up the 
ordinanqes and commandments of. men in 
the place of the Divine Inſtitutions; they 
are afraid to ſolicit the favor, of men by 
any ſinful compliances with their bu- 
mours ; bhecauſe that ſuch a conduct is. in- 
conſiſtent with their being the ſeryants of 
God: Therefore they are hated by the 
world z there always was, and there al- 
ways will be, an enmity between the ſeed 
of the woman, and the ſeed of the ſerpent ; 2 
the true children of God have always! heen 
hated by the children of the wicked one; 
hence our Saviour tells his diſci; ples, Mart. 
10. 22. Le. ſhall: be bated of all men for. my 
names ſake; and he declares, in John 17. 
14. that the world: hath bated them, becauſe 
they arg, not of the world; i. e. becauſe they 
. diſapprove. of the n of the world, 
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ant bear teſtimony againſt the wicked- 
neſs of it. But what renders tlie eaſe in 


our text the more aggravated, is, tliat the 
children of God are hated,” not by firan- 
gers and foreigners, but by their own bre- 
thren 1 dar brethren i hal hired you 3 by which 
were to underſtand, that they werthited 
by their own nation, Who profeſſed the 
worſhip of the true and hving God ; for 
the perſecutors of the church of God in 
olür text, are doubtleſs the ſame that are 
deſerſbed in the zd and th verſes of the 
edhtext; hie, under pretence of worſhip- 
pin [the true God, choſe their own ways, 

delighted in their own abominations ; 
I. e. they mixed their own inventions 
with'the' "Divine Infiitations ; they did 
evil in the ght of the Lord; 5 dbaedrat: 
ing ant corrupting his word; and they 
were angry with the true worſhippers of 
God, becauſe they rejected the unſcrip- 
tural traditions; by Which theſt hypoeri- 
tiea Prbfeſſors had adatterated' his pure 
worlhip: ind becauſe they* would not ſub- 
mit to their corrupt additions to the word 
of truth. This excited the hatred of theſe 
bigotted traditioniſts, who were determin- 


ed tobcaſt them out, as unworthy of their 


communion and W pretending 


C 233 Þ 


that 75 eqpld. not be acceptably wor- 


1 duly honored, unleſs their 
addr to the word of God were 
com plied with, and obeyed.” * Your 
br 7 55 7345 e 'you ; that caſt Yo 155 our Vor 


mee 


Ty names ſake, ſaid, Let the Lord be glori 24 
| 1. e. the men that hated Aach Ati f 


51 2 


It, dic it b ſcauſe 56 ly adhered 
IE truth, 31 Bee you} oily name, 
and kept to my Worship in the purity pf 
it; for they pretended, that God cbuld 
not be Blorinede, unleſs . their inventions 
were ARE, with, „ and their'« cominanc 


were ol 10 110 F O35! , 
eyed. 175 „int 8 111 1D vo 


Int 10 worthy of l that, the 
word which: we tranſlate, caſt: out, is very 


emphatical In the original, and ſignifies to 


ſeperate from, and to reject any perſon 
or thing as impure and unclean, and alſo 
to expel; remove far away, or to caſt afar 


off; ſo that the people of God, for main- 


taining Divine Worſlüp in its genuine pu- 
rity, were viewed by their ſuperſtitious 
bretliren as being ſa impure and unclean, 
that out of zeal for God, leſt his name and 
worſhip ſhould; be polluted, and them- 
ſelves deſiled by converſing with ſuch 
Jeandalous; perſons, they thqught them- 


Jelyes obliged, not ny 1 0 gaſt them out * 


„„ 8 2 — — \.. — 


UI oY being caſt 0 e 'bre- 


the 155 land with their f 
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their comm mnie gn, and fetow ih e put! 


48114 
t that 
11 or 


d ought. to them with 
| * . eh 116 7 N effect” drive 


4 110, 5271 


them afar oe and force them to ſeek a re- 
treat ers jeir d e malice f in ſome 


forel lagd 75, m8 


„ 


"cn, 1 1s ; faiply i mplied In th the Sth . er rſe. 
=) all 1 the me up made HA 1975 "forth 1 1 one 
10 * J 3140 51h 4 A } > 
47 0 or ſhall 4 7%, be e ; for. as 
| 3597 as „bn irqviil, e ſhe broy 2557 forth her 
laren ; i. ©. 'a.ſoon : as. t thei ie phe tri- 
1 9 4 
Sitten came on "the To HY lang where 
they dwelt became a diſliner nation from 
Their enemies; but this eduld not have ta- 


ken place had they, at that time dwelt in 


perſeburing bre- 
thren; the conchiſfion then 18, that When 
it is Laid, they were eaſt otit'by®their bre- 
thren it means, that tliey were forced by 
the perſecution of their enemies to flee 


into a foreign land, that thereby they 


might eſcape the malice of their foes.-—A 
Falſe" blinded zeal-prompts its votaries to 
commit the greateſt - outrages and oru- 
elties agianſt the maintainers of true re- 
ligion under the notien of pleaſing God: 


hence our Saviour tells e John 


16. 2. They frall pur you" out "of ibe Syn 


— 


143 1 


goguets, ea, the time cometh, that whoſoever 


| killeth-you will think that he doth God ſervice. 


So theſe hypgeritical profeſſors } in our. text, 
thought they were glorifying God, while 
they were hating, perſecuting and expel- 
ling from their borders, the rrueworſup- 


Pers of God. O ttt 0 189 n WISE 


5 1 41 


Non could they reſt oontented with on- 


1y exefcifing ſuch rigorꝭ as to drive them 


out of their fi. ght, and cawſeithem to flee 


into a een land; but their reſtleſs fu- 
ry and ambition prompte them to pur- 
ſue their brethren, with unrelenting cru- 
elty, into the very place to the which they 


had retreated for ſhelter from their rage 
and malice. This appears to me to be 


fairly implied in the 7th and Sth verſes 


Before ſhe travailed ſhe brought forthi &. 
A. A e travailed ſhe brougbt fur ti &c. 
Here! you ſee is mention made of the tra- 
vall of Zion, i. e. the church of God. Now 
this metaphor is uſed in ſcripture, to de- 
note and expreſs a very ſevere tribulatibn, 
even ſuch an one as fills the mind with 
great conſternation, and anguiſſi i ſee Je- 
remiah 30. 5, 6, 7. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
we' have heard u voice of trembling of faur, 
and not of peuce. | Aſt ye now, and \ſearwhie- 
rhei a man dot rav with child: e nuliere- 


1 18 J 


elk ee | TV A Lana; ae 8 2 1 ? 
Jore do I ſee every man with his:hauds on. bis 


loins, at a woman in travail, und all fave)\ are 
tu ned into paleneſs '?! Ala, for that Yay 1. 
ue, fo that hone ir like it j i even lhe 
time of Fucob's trouble, but he ſhall he ſaved out 
Fit. This terrible calamity; here called 
a travail, appears to me to be (amethitif 
that takes place long after they were caſt 
out by; their: brethren; and to he entirely 


diſtinctifromꝭ it becauſe this travail is re- 


preſented as beiug the immediate occaſion 
of their becomiig a diſtinct nation from 
their brethren: ſhall a nation he born at once? 
for at ſoan a Lion tnavailed ſhe brought forth 
-her:children.; and alſo, becauſe before this 
travail came on, they were poſſeſſed of 
a political head, fignified, as we ſhall, ſhew 
hereafter, by che birth of the man- child: 
which ſeems to be conſidered as the means 
of their being ſupported, and carried thre? 
thĩs tribulation; but before they were caſt 
out by their bretliren, they are not con- 
ſidered as having any civil ꝓowers diſtinct 
from them: Nor could a fed weak xefu- 
gees, that were obliged to flee from the 
perſecution of their brethren into a fo- 
reign land, be able immediately to form 
themſel ves into an independent ſtate, and 
become a diſtinct nation from their bre - 


19 
throws ; for without a miracle it muſſ take 
up à great length of time to perform all 
this. For theſe reaſons I conchade, that 
Zion's travail is ſome very ſevere and ter- 
rible affliction, that was brought upon her 
by her enemies, many years after they had 
caſb her out from among them. Now this 
ſevere tribulation brought upon the church 
and people of God by their perſecutions, 
moſt evidently means, (as I take it) the 
calamity of war. Firſt, becauſe the ſerip- 
türes frequently expreſs the judgment of 
war by this metaphor, as ſeems fairly im- 
plied in che text juſt now cited from the 
prophet Jeremiah: So the prophet Micah 
ſpeaking of the diſtreſs of the daughter of 
Zion, when many nations were gathered 
together againſt her, uſes the ſame figure z 
ſee Micah 4. 9. Now why doſt thou er) out 
aloud ? is there no king in thee ? is thy coun- 
ſeller periſhed '? for pangs have taken thee as 4 
woman in travail: Jeremiah alſo ſpeaking 
of the deſtruction brought upon the Jew- 
ih ſtate by the Chaldean army, expreſſes 
their calamity by this - metaphor, Jerem. 
4. 31. For I have heard a voice as of a wo- 
man in travail, and the anguiſh as of her that 
bringeth forth ber firſt child, the voice of the 
Danghter of Zion ; that bewaileth * elf, that 


1 1 
Sr cndauh: her hands, ſaying; Ma lis me ino ui for 


the ſame prophet ſpeaking of the conſter- 
nation that ſhould ſeize the Moabites; aud 
Edomites, when; they; fu themſetyes ſux- 


rouhelod by! their enemies, deelares the 


He ants ofithei n mighty men ſbotid be inthat, day, 
lite the henrtef a cuoman in hen pahgs';: Jerem. 


48. 41, ſee alſo Chap. A 22. Many 


othertpaſſages of feripture wight gaſſiy be 
produeed, here tliis figure is uſed:toi fig- 
vifycchegealamity of qvar : So that fram 
theikriown and uſual ſenſe. of this meta- 
phorz” ':þ-conclude; that. the travail of Zion 
in our text, implies in it chat 1 et pat 
tion a ind, which hadi ſeiaed her, b 

cauſo her enemies had engaged her in eh 
 lamitous, var. Secondly, another reaſon, 
which convinces me, that Zion s travail 
means the calamity of war, is, that the 6th 


verſe does plainly contain in it an alarm of 


wat A voide of nogfe from the: city, a. voice 
om the temple, a voice ef the Lord Ibat ren- 
derethi recompence to his enemies; i. e. an a- 
larm of war to rouſe the inhabitants to 
defend themſelves againſt their enemies. 
Thirdly, the man- child, or ruler, menti- 
oned in the 7th verſe, as being born for 
che protection of the people ot Voda and 


i ſoar ir auraried beaniiſe ofimarderens,, And 


. ply, that her perſecutors had made war 


ſecution and affliction which the people 
of God ſuffered from their brethren, was, 


_ Chrift.—-Having. 
ſecution was, which the people of God. 


—_ _ 
» 
- 


Tw J 


the children that are mentioned in the Sth 


and ꝙth verſes, as being born for the de- 
fence of Zion againſt her foes, plainly im- 


againſt her. We ſee then, that the per- 


their being caſt out, in the firſt place, as 
unworthy of their fellowſhip, and driven 
by them afar off, even into a foreign land, 
where, after many years, the malice of 
their enemies purſues and involves them 
in all the horrors of a calamitous war; juſt 


as in the Revelation of the Apoſtle John, 


we find, that when the Dragon had by his 
perſecution driven the woman into the 
wilderneſs, he ſtill continued to vent his 
rage and malice againſt her; for we read, 
Rev. 12. 1. that the Dragon was wroth with 
the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her ſeed, which keep the command- 
ments of God, and haue the teſtimony of Jeſus 
conſidered what the per- 


ſuffered from their brethren; 
I come now to the 

87 K oy onD thing worthy of obſervation 

in our text, viz. A generous promiſe that 


| God would appear R the protection and 


Ade - 
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deliverance of his people, and to the con- 
fuſion of their enemies but he ſhall appear 
to your jo), and they ſhall be aſhamed. God is 

always ready to appear. for the protection 
and ſafety of his covenant people, while 
they put their truſt. in him; and he will 
deliver them from their enemies: thus 
God's promiſe to David in Plalm 89. 23. 
T1 will beat down! his foes before his face, and 
Plague them that hate him. The Lord pro- 
miſed the children of Iſrael, that if they 
would be obedient to his laws, they ſhould 
overcome their enemies; ſee Lev. 26. 3, 7, 8. 
Tf ye walk in my ſtatuter, and keep my com- 
mandments, and da them ye ſhall chaſe your 
enemies, and they ſhall Fall before you by the 
fword ;- and fue of you ſhall chaſe a hundred, 
and an hundred of jou ſhall put ten thouſand to 
flight ; and your enemies fhall Teil beſpes you 


y the ſword. 


Sucn a regard has God for his cove- 
nant people, that he ever eſteems what is 
done againſt them, as being done againft 
himſelf, ſee Luke ro. 16. He that deſpiſeth 
you, deſpiſeth me ; and he that deſpiſeth' me, 
deſpiſeth him that ſent me Thus when Saul 
was perſecuting the church of Chriſt, the 


Lord ſays to him Acts, 9. 4: Saul, Saul, 


"why perſecuteſt thou me? For this reaſon 


19 1 


God always brings the moſt terrible and 
deſolating judgments upon thoſe that per- 
ſecute his church and people; hence he 
tells the ſews, e that toucheth you, toucheth 
rhe apple of his eye, Zech. 2. 8. Even when 
the church and people of God have very 
| grievouſly ſinned and rebelledagainſthim, 
Si ſo that in holy anger he has permitted the 
nations of the world to overthrow them, 
and bring them into bondage; yet he has 
been pleaſed to bring the ſevereſt judge- 
ments upon, thoſe, who were the inſtru- 
ments of puhiſhing his people for their 
fins > Thus we find that theChaldeans, who 
were permitted-for the wickedneſs of the 
Jews to oarry them captive into Babylon, 
were for this very thing, threatned with 
no leſs puniſhment, than that of being 
4 given up as a prey to their enemies; ſee 
. rem. 50. 10, 11. And Chaldea ſpall Wa 
vu, all that ſpoil her ſpall be ſatisfied, ſaith 


the Lord ; becauſe ye were glad, becauſe ye + 
rejoiced, O ye deſtroyers of mine heritage. From ; 
what has been ſaid, we learn, that ies 
part of God's covenant with his people, to 
deliver them from their oppreſſors, and 
feverely to puniſh all that have injured | 
them. Now the means whereby God 


appears for the help and delieverance of 
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dis people, in our text, are, 1ſt. By rouſing 


up and animating them to ſtand in the 
defence of their juſt rights againſt their 
enemies,  24ly. By providing them with 
2. political head, or ruler ; and 34h). By 
continuing to animate the people to reſiſt 
their foes, untill their deliverance; is com- 


pleated. In the, fir/? Place, We find; the 


Lord ſtirring up and animating; the people. 


in the 6th verſe; to ſtand forth in the de- 


fence of their inyaded rights. A voice of 
noiſe from the city; i. e. a call to the people 


together themſelves togetherp to ſtand in 
their own defence againſt their foes. A 
voice from the temple ; i. e. a call to the 
miniſters of the alter, animating and en- 
couraging the people, bravely to defend 
their juſt rights. A voice of the Lord that 
rendereth recompence to his enemies; i. e. This 
voice of the people, is the voice of the 
Lord; 'tis he that has moved and excited 
the people, that by them as inſtruments, he 
may render recompence to his enemies by 
ſeverely puniſhing them for oppreſſing his 
people. We are, in the Second place, in- 
formed of their being provided with a 
political head for their ee "ling ex 


preſſed in the 7th verſe, by the birth of tho 


man- child ; before ſpe travailed, ſpe brought 


LES 
forth ; before her pain came, ſhe was delivered 
of a man-child : i. e. before her enemies 
had brought upon her the calamity. of 


war, which ſurprized her ſuddenly, like 


the pains of a travailing woman, her king, 


or political head, was eſtabliſhed. That 


by the man- child is to be underſtood a 
king, or ſome perſon or perſons endowed 
with ſupreme civil power-: I have the au- 
thority of Jonathan Ben Uzziel, in his Tars 
gum upon the place, who paraphraſes the 
words of the 7th verſe thus, Before her 


tribulation comes upon her, ſhe ſball be redeem- 
ed; before trembling ſeizes, her like the pangs 


of a. travailing woman, her king ſhall be re- 
vealed. Thus you ſee, this antient Chal- 
dec Paraphraſt, who flouriſhed in the reign 
of Herod the Great, or near about the 
time-that Chriſt was born, underſtood by 
the man-child, a king; raiſed up to deliver 
the people of God from their tribulation; 
and that he was to be manifeſted before 
their trembling for fear came upon them. 


We find alſo the Apoſtle ſohn in the Reve- 


lation uſing the ſame metaphor to ſignify 


a king, or ruler; ſee Rev. 1 2. 2, 5. Where 


he tells us that he ſaw a woman clothed with 
the fun, and having the moon under her feet, 


aud «pon her head a crown of twelve lars 5 and 


I 

he zeleg with ehild, rried, travailing in birth, 
and paiued to be delivered — and ſhe brought forth 
a man-ehild,> who was to rule all nation: with 
a rod of iron : and her child was caught up 
unto God, and to his throne: ' e ſee; 
that by a'man-child is meant a king, who 
was to rule all nations with an iron rod; 
and the beſt. expoſitors by the man- child 
underſtand Conſtantine the Great, the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperor, who defended the 
church againſt the rage and malice of the 
heathen world. From theſe authorities 
I conclude, that by the man- child in our 
text, is meant ſupreme cĩvil power, he · 
ther lodged in the hands of one, or many; 
for in antient times, by a king was fre- 
quently meant any kind of political head 
hence John, in the Revelation, calls the 
ſeven heads of the beaſt, ſeven kings, by 
which he means the ſeveral forins of Ro- 
man Government: for, acdordingto our 
beſt interpretors, not only kings, empe ;- 
rors and dictators, but alſo conſuls, tri- 
bunes and decemviri are here called kings. 
$0 the learned Mr. Mede cites a paſſage 
from Homer, where he calls a ſenate of 
nobles by the name of Famous Kings: we 


like wiſe find: Abimelech putting the queſ- 
Von to the men of Shechem, Judg. ** 2. 
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Whether (ſays he) is better for you, either thar 
all the ſons of Ferubbaal, which are three ſeore 
and ten per ſons, reign over you, or that one reign 
over you we ſee from this inſtance, that 
the being governed by one perſon or by 
many, is expreſſed by the ſame phraſe of 
reigning over them. From theſe exam- 
ples it appears, that king, or kingdom, 
was ſometimes uſed by the antients to 
ſignify any ſtate or polity, whether mo- 
narchical, ariſtocratial, or popular. The 
people of God being thus poſſeſſed of a 
political head by the birth of a man- child, 
even before they were involved in the 
calamities of war, we find, that as ſoon 
as the war had taken place, God in a moſt 
wonderful and unheard of manner ſtirred 
up the people through the whole land to 
reſiſt their foes, and to appear for the help 
of Zion in her diſtreſs ; and of a ſudden 
they were formed into a diſtin nation, 
and acted as a people independent of any 
foreign juriſdiction: Who hath heard ſuch 
a thing? Who hath ſeen ſuch things ? ſhall the 
earth be made to bring, forth in one day, or ſhall 
a nation be born at once? for as ſoon. as Zion tra- 
vailed. ſhe brought forth her children. Here we 
ſee, that the firm union of all tne people 


thro' the whole land;and their being fully 


++ 
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determined to aſſiſt Zion in her diſtreſs, is 
repreſented as a very wonderful and un- 
heard of thing; even as ſtrange as though 
the earth ſhould bring forth a people in 
An inſtant; or as if a whole nation ſhould 


ſtart into exiſtence in one day. Now ac- 


cording to the common courſe of things, 
we know, that it muſt naturally take up a 
great length of time for a people to be 
brought forth, or for a nation to come 
into exiſtence; may we not then very 
naturally conclulic from the words of our 
text, that the malice of the enemy was 
directed principally, if not wholly againſt 
Zion; and that multitudes of people im- 
mediarely eſpouſed her cauſe, againſt whom 
the malice of the foe had not been levelled; 
and that their ſo readily eſpouſing the 
cauſe of Zion, is the reaſon why they are 
confidered as children born for her aſſiſ- 
tance.” And does not the wonder confiſt 
in this? viz. that the whole earth, i. e. 
a great and numerous people inhabiting 
the adjacent countries, ſhould eſpouſe the 


cauſe of Zion, who in numbers was much 


ſmaller than themſelves, and by ſo doing, 


Involve themſelves in the calamitous war 


that had been commenced againſt her:; 


ond conſequently be obliged to act as a 
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diſtinct and ſeperate nation from the 
power they were oppoſing, and with RI en 
they were, till now, united intorone pegs 
ple. This is a thing wonderful indeed 
and this, I apprehend, is the very. thing 
ſpoken of in our text, as what had mever 
been heard of, nor ſeen before: for a ma- 
tion being born at once, as ſoon as Zion 
travailed, implies, that before this travail 
had taken place, neither the city of Zion, 
nor any of her friends, were conſidered 
as a diſtinct nation, from their perfecur: | 
ing brethren; and their immediately be- 
coming a diſtinct nation as ſoon as Zion's 
tribulation ſeized her, was a thing unex - 
pected by their foes, and ſurprizing to 
all that heard it. Further, we may ob- 
ſerve, that when it is ſaid, that the man- 
child was born before Zion travailed, ive. 
that a political head was eſtabliſned be- 
fore the war againſt Zion commenced, it 
implies, that the Peop le of God were a« 
larmed with certain cruel impoſitions, that 
were laid upon them by their enemies, 
which made them judge it neceſſary to be 
provided with a political liead, or leader, 
to conduct them through thoſe calamities, 
which they were apprehenſive were com- 


ing upon them : bus though they had 
al VOL YEN 119 
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al 01. going ; 
eli a foreſight. of the dangers rh le. 
ned; them; as to think f it prudent to eſta- 
8 bit a political; head; yet it appears from 
the textʒ that they had then no deſign of 
becoming a diſtinct nation from their per- 
ſecuting brethren; for had they deſigned 
a revolt from their brethren, when they 
firſt-eſtabliſhed their political head, their 
berdming a diſtinct nation would not 
have been ſpoken, of as immediately tak- 
ing place upon the travail of Zion, i, e. 
upon the commencement of the war; for 
in this caſe, their becomingi a diſtinct na- f 
tion muſt have been placed at the birtn 
of the man- child. It is further implied 8 
zn the text, that although as ſoon as Zion 
travailed, ſhe ſhould bring forth her 
children to defend and protect her cauſe; 

vet it would. be a conſiderable time be- 
fore her tribulation would be at an end, 
and her deliverance: be fully compleat- 
ed 3 this I gather from theſe words, Hall 
I bring to the; birth, and not cauſe to bring 
Forth ? Saithotbe Lord : ſhall T cauſe to bring 
Forth and ſhut the womb? Saith thy God ; i. e. 
As I have ſo wonderfully brought forth 
-a people to maintain the cauſe of Zion 
Jagain{t her enemies, can you think. that I 
will ſtay my hand, and not continue to 
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raiſe up . to defend her, till her de- 
liverance 1 is compleated : be nof. diſcoy- 
raged n ee either wirkt the length, 


or with the ſeverity of your tribulation ; 


for a8 1 have began to raiſe \ up ſons for the 


defence of Zion, fo will I continue my 
mercy in raiſing up children for her pro- 
tection, until ſhe is entirely delivered from 
her enemies. Here then is the Me rd 
means, by which. God appears Be the h 

and deliverance of his people, Viz. "ks 
continuing to animate them to reſiſt. their 
foes, until their deliverance, ſhould be 


compleated. For we have the faithful 
word of God, that Zion ſhould not be 
forſaken in her tribulation, but that like 


a fruitful mother ſhe ſhall be continually 
bringing forth ſoas for her defence, until 
ſhe has obtained. an entire victory over 
her foes. A moſtglorious rel in ſuch 


a time of diſtreſs, 
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J have now gone thre? * tha engle- 


nation of the text; but before I apply ir 


to the preſent occhſion, T beg leave to take 
notice of the glotious, peaceful and hap- 


py ſtate of the church, which is to take 
upon her being entirely delivered from 
her perſecuting brethren; as alſo of the 
utter overthrow: and deſtruction of her 


nemme, ³*uuuu A-—1 4, 4 . 
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enemies. KI prediction i is contained! in 
the wards ee following g our text, 

rom the 'Zorh, to the end of the 16th verſe 
12 -Rejoice ye with Ferufalen, and be glad ih 
Fer, all ye (ha love ber : - rejoice fot joy with her, 
alt y; Je. that ' mourn for ber : thut ye may fuck, and 
be farisfi fied with the breaſts « of hey conſolations : 

that ye may | milk out, and be delighted "with" the 
abundance of her glory. For this faith * the 
Lord, "Behold, T will extend "Peace to ber lite 
2 river, aud the glory of 1 the Gehtiles Tike a flow- 
Ing N kan ihen ſhall 'ye fuck,” e Hall be borie 
1 ber ſidet, an be 22 upon her knees. 
A one ' whom | his mother comforreth, fo iI 
comfort you, and you Hall be comforted 7 Je- 

ruſalem. = And when ye ſee this, your heart 
Hall rejoice, and your bones ſhall flouriſh like an 
Verb; and the hand of the Lord jhall be known 
Toward” bis ſervants, and his indignation to- 
'wards his enemies.” For behold, the Lord will 
come with fire, and with his chariots like a 
vhirtwind, io render his anger with fury, and 


'hisnebuke irh flames f fire. For by fire, and 


by: his ſwords," will the Lord pleud with all 


fleſh, aud the ſtain f the Lord ' ſhall be many. 


Here we ſee, that all the friends of: Zion, 


all who loved Jeruſalem, and mourned for 
her, i. e. ho ſought her proſperity, and 
were grieved for the affliction which ſhe 
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fuffered from her perſecuting brethren, 


are called upon to rejoice with joy for her 
compleat deliverance from her enemies": 
becauſe, thar' now” they mig ht fuck, and be 
fatisfied with the breaftcaf her dug 1. 6. 

they have the greateſt reaſon to rejoice at 
the proſperity of Jeruſalem, becauſe that 
from her, as from a ſpiritual mother, they 
might receive the ſincere milk of the word, 
the food of immortality, i. e. the clear 


knowledge of divine truths contained in 


the word of God, and become acquaint- 
ed with the glorious promiſes of divine 


| grace, and of eternal life, which 'are the 
precious privileges of that covenant of 
everlaſting li fe, that contains in it the ſure 
and never failing mercies of Jeſus Chriſt, 

the ſon of David, and that they might be 
made partakers of the abundant glory that 
ſhould be beſtowed on her + theſe Miritu- 
al bleſſings will yield an everlaſting con- 


ſolation, and will abundantly Gatisfy the 
longing deſires of every needy ſoul. Here 


is a gracious promile alſo of a ſolid and 
laſting peace; for thus ſaith the Lord, Be- 
hold I will extend peace to her lite à river; 


i. c. as a river keeps continually flowing, 


without any intermiſſion, and its ſtreams 
never fail ; ſo ſhall your peace be firm, un- 
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Anterrupted and laſting . Here is likewife 

r promiſe, chat God would extend the glory 
of theGentiles 70 her like,a flowing: ſtrcam.;, i.e, 
that the nations of the world ſhall become 
Proſelytes to the church, and be brought 
to the acknowledgement of the, truth. 
— the whole, it appears very plain to 
me, that this paſſage of ſeripture contains 
in it a promiſe of what is commonly called 
the latter day glory, when the kingdom 
4 of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be eſtabliſhed through 
TH | the-whole world, and the knowledge of 
14 Godiſhall cover the earth as the waters do 
the ſea: A glorious promiſe which has 
| neyer yet been accompliſhed, but which 
it leems is to begin to take place imme- 
| diately after Zion's compleat deliverance 
l from her perſecution and tribulation ſpo- 
f ken of 1 in our text: and that this glori- 
.ous ſtate. of Zion is to be attended with the 


entire-overthraw and deſtruction of her 
enemies; for we are told, that ;he hand 
the Lord ſhall be known to all his 2 rv aut; 
i. e. his power in ſaving his people from 
their enemies, and beſtowing, upon them 
ſuch peculiar privileges, ſhall be ſo con- 
ſpicuous, that it ſhall be generally owned 
and acknowledged; and ſo ſhall his in- 
dig nation towards his enemies : the terri- 
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ble manner in Which God will execute 
his judgments upon his enemies, will be 
ſo remarkable, that it will ſtrike the minde 
of men with ſuch conviction, that they 
will be forced to acknowledge his holy 
hand, that he hath done all this; for we 
are told, that he Lord will come with fire; 
and with his charriots like à whirlwind, to 
render hit anger with fury, and his rebukes 
with flames of fire: for by fire, an by "bis 
ſword the Lord will plead with ail fleſh; that 
have oppoſed the cauſe of truth: the con- 
ſequence of which will be, that zhe flain of 
the Lord ſhall be many. This terrible de- 
ſtruction of the enemies of God is to take 
place a little before the eſtabliſhing the 
new heavens and new earth, wherein dwell- 
eth righteouſneſs, as appears from the 224 
verſe of the context. This plainly ſhews, 
that the great tribulation of Zion, of which 
our teſt ſpeaks, does not reſpe the church 
under the Jewiſh, but under the chriſtian 
diſpenſation ; and is to take place not long 
before the eſtabliſhment of the glorious 
kingdom of Chriſt upon earth; nee 
Iy called the Millennum State. 


I come now to apply the words of db 
text to the occaſion on which we are al- 


ſembled together at this time, and to ſhew 
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that chis pacſage of Scripture has, Leen re: 
_ matkably- fulfiled in the diſpenſations. of 
Dwvine-Providence, towards our'. fathers, 
and. towards, is their poſterity, in the pre- 
ſent days Fot inthe. Firſt; Place, may We 
nat ſay, with the utmoſt propriety, that 
our forefathers, who firſt came into this 
country. were, men, who.trembled.at the 
word of God ?, Were they not perſons of 
the moſt, exemplary, piety and zeal 2 Did 
they not pay a ſtrict regard to the word 
of God ?: They were for adhering cloſely 
| ſacred Seriptures of the Old and 
ew. Teſtament, as the only rule of chriſ- 
tian faith and practice · They durſt not 
teach for doctrines the commandments, of 
men; nor mix any human inventions 
with the pure worſhip of God: They 
were for tanding faſt in the liberty where- 
with Chriſt, had 3 them free; and for 
rejecting all human impoſitions inzmatters 
of religion I hey were not for being at- 
tached to any mere human ſyſtems; nor 
for calling any man father, or maſter. : 
They reſerved to themſelves the right of 
private judgment in ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, and were willing to reform their 


principles and practices according to the 
light which from time to time they ſhould 
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derive from the word of God, without 


founding their ſentiments on the judg- 
ment of others, however g eat or learn- 


ed. Mr. Prince in his Chronology has 
preſerved to us a memorable teſtimony to 


this truth, from the writings of Gover- 
nor Winſlow, who tells us, that When 


„Plymouth people parted from their re- 
% nowned paſtor, Mr. Robinſon, with 
« whom they had always lived in the 
* moſt entire affection, He charged 
« us (ſays he) before God and his bleſſed 
Angels, to follow him no further, than 
„ he followed Chriſt : ap d if, God ſhould 
reveal any thing to us by any other in- 
* ſtrument of his, to be as ready to re- 
ceive it, as ever we were to receive any 
truth by his miniſtry: For he was very 
confident the Lord had more truth and 
light yet to brake forth out of his holy 
« word, He took occaſion allo miſera- 
«© bly to bewail the ſtate of the reformed 


cc 


cc 


churches, who were come to a period 
«cc 


«© ther than the inſtruments of their re- 


formation. As for example, the Lu- 


therans could not be drawn to go be- 
yond what Luther ſaw ; for whatever 


part of Gods word he had further re- 
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in religion, and would go no fur- 
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«vealed to Calvin, they had rather die, 
<<. than embrace it: and ſo, ſaid he, you 
«© {6eithe Cal viniſts, they ſtick where he 


left them: a miſery much to be la- 


* mented ; for though they were preci- 
«© ous ſhining lights, in their times; yet 
God had not revealed his whole will 
„to them: and were they now alive 
*« (ſays he) they would be as ready to em- 
«© brace further light, as that they had re- 
«© ceided. Here alſo he put us in mind of 
% our Chureh covenant ; whereby we 
% engaged wäth God and one another, to 
| fecctve whatever light or truth ſhould 
% be made known to us from his written 
% word.” But whithal - exhorted us to 
take heed what we receive. for truth; 
„ and well''to : examine, compare and 
„weigh it with other Seriptures, before 


t we receive it. For, ſaid he, it is not 
% poſſible the Chriſtian world ſhould 


come fo lately out of ſuch antichriſtian 
% darkneſs, and that full perfection of 


„ knowledge ſhould brake forth at once, 


„% &ec.---Words (as Mr. Prince obſerves) 


* almoſt aſtoniſhing in that age of low 
„ and univerſal Bigotry, which then pre- 
% vailed in the Engliſh nation; wherein 
5 this truly great and learned man, ſeems 
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to. be almoſt the only Divine, who was 
% capable of rifing into a noble freedom 
of thinking and practiſing in religious 
% matters, and even of urging ſuch an 
„ equal liberty on his own people. He 
% labours to take them off from their at- 
%% tachment to him, that they might be 
« more entirely free to ſcarch and follow 
* the Scriptures.” Thus far Mr. Prince. 
And certainly, I think every one muſt 
.own that this great and good man diſco- 
vers a moſt noble and generous ſpirit of 
true chriſtian freedom. We here ite, that 
our fathers were engaged in the moſt glo- 
rious cauſe in the world, viz. the cauſe 
of true Chriſtian liberty; and as they 
were for maintaining their own freedom 
in matters of pure religion ; ſo they were 
for allowing the ſame liberty to others : 
neither were they for condemning men of 
different denominations from themſelves, 
nor for ſeperating from any of the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus Chriſt, nor rejecting from 
their communion any perſons, that in a 
judgment of charity, they ſuppoſed the 
great head of the Church would own. 
For, ſays Doctor Mather, The New- 
« England Churches make only the ſub- 
S ſtantials of religion, or that vital picty 
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dt wherein all good men are united, the 
tt terms: af oommunion among them; and 
te they doi with delighi ſee Godly Congre- 
% gationals and Preſbyterians, Epiſcopa- 
* lians and Antipedobaptiſts, and Luthe- 
rans, all members of the ſame Church- 
es, and ſitting together without of- 
c fence; about their leſſer difference, in 
«© the: fame, holy monntain, at the ſame . 
«© holy table.“ Thus have I thewn, that 
our fathers were tremblers at the word of 
Worn ſtrictly adhered to thediuine rule. 
We may obſerve! in the 
 Spcond place, That for being; Wandlers 
at the word of God, in the ſenſe above ex- 
Plained, they were hated by their brethren; 
1. e. for maintaining theſe truly chriſtian 
lentiments, and for-ſtriving.carneſtly to 
practiſe a thorou gh reformation from all 
antichriſtian corruption, they were hated -| - 
hy their brethren who could not bear their | 
attempts to aſſert. and maintain their | 
chriſtian freedom from every, human im- 
poſition, reſpecting the worſhip and ſer- | 
- vice. of God. - And their'-hatred rofe to | 
ſuch an height, as to occaſion them to 8 
harraſs and perſecute our fathers with ſo 
much rigor and ſeverity, that they , were 
obliged to leave theirs native land, and to 
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feek for an aſſylum in the deſarts of Amẽ- 
rica : and all this ſeverity was exerciſed 
towards them, becauſe they would not ſub- 
mit to their unſcriptural impoſitions ; even 
to things, which the impoſers themſelves 
acknowledged to be'matters of mere indif- 
ference. One would have thought, that 
not only Chriſtianity, but even Humanity 
itſelf, had they been poſſeſſed of any degree 
of it beſides the outward form, would have 
engaged them to condeſcend to the ſcru- 
ples of thoſe, who might appear to them as 
weak” brethren, eſpecially, ſceing that the 
things which they ſerupled, were in the 
judgment of the impoſers, no articles of 
faith, nor commands of God; but things 
of an indifferent nature: yet, ſtrange as it 
muſt appear to an impartial mind, ſo. the 
fact was, that becauſe our fathers conſci- 
- if - entiouſly ſcrupled ro comply with thoſe 
| _ things which were {tiled indifferent, they 
| were treated as if they had been the 
offscouring of the earth, and the very 
| arogs of human nature ; ſo that they not 
on'y hated theſe wemblers at the word! of 

* God, but we may obſerve, 
Thirdly, That they caſt them out as 
unclean, and unworthy the privileges of 
chriſtians, and the communion of Saints. 
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For this reafon only, they were fined, and 
impriſoned, and perſecuted, unto death: 

from theſe perſecutions they fled into this 
land; choſing rather to expoſe themſelves 
to the mercy of Indian ſavages, and all the 
intolerable hardſhips attending the ſetling 
and ſubduing ſuch an uncultivated deſart, 
than to be deprived of their religious free · 
dom; viz. the liberty of worſhipping We + 
God according to the dictates of their 
on confciences. I obſerye again in the 


© Fourth place, That their adverſaries when 
they caſt them out, ſaid, Let the Lord be 
glorified ;>-=they pretended that their own 
impoſitions were things decent and orna- 
mental in the ſervice of God, tending to 
promote piety and devotion that they 
were enjoined by the authority of their 
ſuperiors, and that to refuſe a compliance 
with, and ſubmiſſion to their injunctions, . - |- 
was an act of obſtinacy and contempt of 
the authority that God had ſet over them; 
of conſequence that God was diſhonored 
by their conduct.---Hence they called 
them, Fanaticks, Schiſmaticks, and, in ſcorn, 
Puritans ; and they doubtleſs thought, that 
God would be glorified by their thus crus 
elly perſecuting their brethren. But the 
-Lord was with our fathers, his providence- 


9 } 
protected and defended them to the end 


of their days, and in many inſtanees very 
remarkably appeared for their help ; a ma- 
nifeſt bleſſing attended their endeav ours, 
and by the ſmiles of Heaven, they were 
enabled, through much tribulation, to lay 
a foundation for a very flouriſhing conn- 
try, where both civil and religious liber- 
ty, and every other bleſſing, might have 
been enjoyed in the greateſt perfection; 
and we who inherit the poſſeſſions which 
our fathers ſo dearly acquired, would haye 
been the happieſt of all people. in the 
world, had not our enemies envied our 
bappineſs, and beheld with a malevolent 
eye our proſperous ſituation : But as their 
anceſtors hated our fathers, and by their 
cruelties drave them into this land; fo 
they, imitating the deeds of their fathers, 
have hated us; and their vengeance has 
purſued. us acroſs the Atlantic :---For by 
many unconſtitutional acts they have 
been ſeeking to rob us of our juſt rights 
and privileges : and although they have 
not openly ſtruck at our religious liber- 
ties; yet from the ſevere reflections fre- 
quently caſt upon us as a religious ſocie- 
ty, there is the utmoſt reaſon to conclude, 
that they have a deſign to deſtroy our ſa- 
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cred, : as well as civil rights. But when 
they ſaw that we would not ſubmit to 
their unconſtitutional laws, but were de- 
termined to ſtand faſt in that liberty 
wherewith heaven had made us free, they 
took up the fword againſt us, and have 
involved us in all the horrors of a calami- 
* war": ſo that we may obſerve in the 


Fifth Place, That the travail of Zion 
mentioned in our text has come upon 1½, 
and been remarkably fulfiled in our land; 
for the ſudden and unexpected attack 
made upon us at the time of Lexington 


battle, ſpread conſternation through the 


whole Land: fear and trembling ſeized 
us, and we had our hands upon our loins 


b like a woman in travail, and all faces were 


turned into paleneſs: But as ſoon as our 
Zion travailed ſhe brought forth her chil- 
dren for her protection and defence; the 
people immediately gathered themlelves 
together to withſtand our foes, and the 
Lord appeared for our help and to our 
Joy, and our enemies were alhamed, be- 
obliged to flee before a number greatly 
inferior to their own. 
S8o that we may obſerve in the 

_ Sixth place, That the earth was made to 
i forth in one day, and a nation was 
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born at once: ſor we were then imme 
dlately ſevered from Great · Britain, and 
obliged, to conſidex ourſelves as a diſtinct 
people from. them. And what makes it 
the more wonderful is, that when the ma- 
lice of Great-Britain, , levelled almoſt 
wholly , againſt the M Maſſachuſetts State, 
the, other governments ſhould ſo readily. 
eſpouſe our cauſe, and make it their own: 
this was a thing rather to be wiſhed, than 
rationally hoped for by us; and it was un- 
expected by our enemies; the union of the 
Colonies appearing ſo chimerical to Lord 
North, that he called it a rope of ſand,by 
way of contempt. Our enemies had no 
| idea. that when they had drawn the ſword 
HF us, the whole Continent would 
immediately rouſe up, and come to our 
alli ſtance; but ſo Divine Providence Ore 
| dered it, chat as ſoon as it was known, 
that our inveterate foes had commenced 
hoſtilities againſt us, che whole Continent 
eſpouſed our cauſe, and engaged in our 
defence. May we not ſay, Who hath heard 
ſuch a thing ? Who hath ſeen ſuch 4 thing ? 
Shall the Continent be made to bring forth in one 
day ? or Shall, a uation Be born at once? for as 
ſoon as We were involved i in a war, the 
ſeyeral States immediately Þ united in our 


42 J 
defeude, and we became a diſtin& nation 
Ne our enemies. This we may obſerve 


 Seventhly; Was a voice of noiſe from the 
City, ſtirring up the people to engage in 
the cauſe of our Zion; it was à voice 
from the temple, from the miniſters of the 
word, who animated and encouraged their 
brethren to quit therhfelves' ke men, and 
to defend their juſt and injüfed rights; and 
it is to be conſidered as the Lobes of the 

Lord, who has ſtirred up the people to ren- 
der a fecompence to his, afld dür enemies. 
1 We may obſerve in . 


e. 
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Eighth place, That God has, in many 
inſtances, : appeared to our 36, and our 
enemies have been aſhamed. Even 
the apparent aqvantages that at any 
time they have gained over us, have in 
the end been turned. againſt them; ſo 
that they have been, as one prettily ex- 


0 it, age in 1 8 To. men- 
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2 Mount W pes 1-008 was an * 
rent advantage to our enemies, and look- 
ed like a very ſevere blow upon us ; but 
Divine Providence over- ruled it for our 
good, and made it the occaſion of the 
overthrow of our engmies ; for the vain- 
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glorious, | haughty Burgoyne, who had 
proudly boaſted that he could march 
through the country with five thouſand 
men, being elated with his ſucceſs, bold- 
ly puſhed fo far into the country, that he 
was ſurrounded with our troops on every 
ſide, and was obliged to ſurrender himſelf 
and his whole army into our hands. Thus 
hath the Lord appeared in this inſtance, as 
well as in ſeveral others, remarkably to our 
joy, and our enemies have been aſhamed. 
It is worthy to be remarked in the 


Ninth place, That before the travail of 
our Zion came on, ſhe was delivered of a 
man-child :----For as ſoon as the act for 
blocking up the harbour of Boſton became 
generally known, the ſeveral Colonies, 
choſe Delegates to fit in a General Con- 
greſs, in order to take the lead in thoſe 
difficult times, and to direct the people, 
by adviſing them to ſuch meaſures as 
* tend to the peace and ſafety of the 

ublic : ſo that long before the travail 

that took place at Lexington battle, we 
were poſſeſſed of a politicalhead, or ruler ; 
though we had no deſign, at that time, of 
ſetting” up for independenoy; it being 
then our deſire to have the unconſtitutio- 
Ke acts repealed, and to continue under 
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the protection of Great- Britain. And 
here I cannot but femark, how Divine 


Providence, unbeknown to us, hag, laid a 


foundation for our becoming a nation. at 
once: for when by the war, in whieh our 
enemies had involved us, we were oblig- 
ed to act as an independent people; we 


found ourſelves paſſeſſed of a political 


head in the Continental Congreſs; which 
being the grand center of union for all 
the States, rendered us capaple of pro- 
ceeding and acting as a regular political 
body, and without which we ſhould have 


been in danger of being thrown. into the 


utmoſt diſorder and confuſion. My bre- 
thren, let us now ſtop. a, moment; and 


bleſs God for his goodneſs to us in grants 


ing us a political head, before the com- 
mencement of the war, without which we: 


can hardly conceive how the union of the 


States could have been effected, without 
which union. we ſhould have been in the 
utmoſt danger of being ſoon ſwallowed, up 
by our fees. We may further obſerve the 
goodneſs of God in endowing the mem- 
bers of Congreſs; with ſuch wiſdom and 


prudence, as to enable them to give ſuch 


general ſatisfaction to the whole conti- 
nent ;-—It has often been matter of ſur- 
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prize to me, to ſee how Saal the PEGP 
have acquieſed in the reſolyes o f chi 1 Mu 
ous body, even when they 8 to be 
unhinged from all government, and there | 
was no authority to oblige or enforce 
any obedience to them. Muſt we, not 
here acknowledge the hand of God, i 

ſpi piring the members of Congreſs — 60 5 
ſpirit of wiſdom and prudence, and the 
people with a diſpoſition to comply with, 

and ſubmit to their reſolves? Ought we 
not to look upon this as a remarkable to- 
ken, that God intends to ſave and deliver 
us from our enemies? Let it be our con- 
ſtant prayer to God, that he would ſtill 
continue to diſpoſe the hearts of the peo- 
ple to honor, reſpect, and chearfully to 
ſubmit to all the juſt and reaſonable re- 
ſolves of that grand convention of the 
United States, and that he would continue 
to grant to the ſeveral members of it, that 
wiſdom and fortitude, that is neceſſary to 
enable them to diſcharge the arduous and 
important truſt repoſed in them. my 
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Tenthly, and. laſtly, we obſerve, that 
God does ſtil continue to raiſe up chil- 
dren for the defence and ſupport of our 
Zion, àccording tothe endouragement 
given in the text, that after he had once 
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ug 3 viikego 
capa ed Zion ts bring, forth children, he 
ul not ſh til he Womb; i. e. he would 
not cauſe her to ſto from bearing any 
more children. but that ſlie ſhould conti- 
nue ts be 4 fluitful mother, and bring 
forth children for her protection and de- 
"fence, until! her geliverance is com- 
pleated. From what has been' faid; 'we 
ma 11 .. how ſurprizing!y the ſeveral 
ts of our text have been accompliſhed, 
and even literally fulfilled, in the diſpen- 
ſations' of Divine Providence, eth to- 
Wards dur fathers, and tow ards* us their 
poſterity in the preſent day. And can 
any one ſuppoſe, that ſuch a wonderful 
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agreement, in ſo many particulars, be- 
tween. the rediction and the events, 
could take 1215 b meer chance, with- 
out deſign ? He that can be fo ſceptical | 
about fuch a number of plain facts agree- 
ing ſd exactly with the prediction, as to 
imagine this agr eement happened meerly 
' by chanee, ap ears to me to have giving 
up char dal evidence which would de 
thought ſufficient to eſtabliſh any propo- 
ſition in philoſdphy, or any hiſtorical mat- 
ters of fact; and ſo muſt be left to the 
juſt roward of his own inereduility. For 
that cis prophecy cannot belong to the 
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Jewiſh Church, or to the ancient Tg A 
the Hie ; Church, lainly, beef 'f 70 
the pen ibulity 8 accommoc datin 55 
. in all Its parts, to any fac s that ; 0 
taken place in former days: he caſe o 
7 ſeven. united Provinces or e f 
lol ang, perhaps, in ſome relpet ts, m Ti £ 
in the opinion of thoſe who have not du- 
ly conſidered the matter, look like an AC- 
compliſhment of this prophecy ; but let 
it be remembered, that their perſecutgrs 
yere not their brethren, either by nati- 
on rr re ligion ; theſe Dutch Proteſtants 
being perſecuted by Spaniſh. Roman Ca- 
tholicks ; but our fathers were perſecuted 
by their Proteſtant brethren, who! were of 
the ſame, nation and religion. with them- 
ſelves, and. even members of the fame 
Church. And what further ſhews that 
this prophecy could not be fulfiled by the 
States of Holland, or by any other fact 
that has taken place in former days, is, 
that, as we have already ſhewn, this Pro- 
phecy reſpects events, that are to take 
place juſt before the revival of pure religi- 
on, and : are to be prep aratory | to the ſet- 
ting g up. of the glorious. kingdom of Jeſus 
Chriſt upon earth,; Hence I Lconclude, that 


either the prophecy x: p reſpects the Preſent | 
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Rate Bf ARKGPtth, br cite It 38 to be füt 
led in ſoine filiture &petiod": But fo many 
particula lars of this prop pheey/ Ave "already 
been ſo en Aly y dceompH din Attietica, 
that I am ully ' þerfiiage ec „in my o w²I 
mind, that the whole bf fe: Kllch 15 Na 
tained in our text, 'dbes 11 its Yulteit and 
utmoſt extent reſp Peck cock gealipg 8 wielt 
gur fathers, and with us their Pollert). 
However, graut f that we ſhould” be wil 
taken, and that” this: prot WY y 18 to re: 
ceive mere em dell acco oy ment ih 
fome futtre 0 3 7 & t e cafe ill 1 
ſimilar to Mm, ihe 5 may, with! a great 
dea of propt ict apply y the gragious Pro- 
miles and encours agem ments in the text to 
ores, viz. that God wilt ſilt ap ear 
to . our Jy, and that our enennies all 
finally be aſhamed that as he has began 
to raiſe | up lons for t the defence and fop- 
port of. our Ziop, ſo he) vill (if continue 
to raiſe them up, until we obrain | a com- 
pleat deliveratice from our enemies: For 
as there i is a fürpriſing uniformity. in all 
the works of God ; ſo it ſèeems to be the 
conſtant t method 01 Divine Providence, 
that-1 1 er caſes, ſimifar events, mall 
take face. "Whether i then this pr ophecy 
does 3 0 8 immediately r efpe&t us, of whe- 
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der 5 it is to have its fulleſt accom wplith- 
ment in ſome -fature ſimilar event, the 
encouragement will be much the ſame, 
From our text and context, we have then 
the utmoſt reaſon to put our hope and 
truſt in God, that he will yet ſhew us. his 
ſalvation, and grant a final victory over 
our foes ; and that upon our obtaining 4 
Sompleat deliverance from our enemies, 
and eſtabliſhing our independence, pure 
religion will revive. and flouriſh among 
us in a much greater degree of perfection 
than ever it has done before : That this 
Country will become the ſeat of civil and 
religious liberty ; the place, from which 
chriſtian light and knowledge ſhall be 
diſperſed to the reſt of the world ; ſo that 
our Zion ſhall become the delight and 
the Praiſe of the whole earth, and foreign 
nations ſhall ſuck of the breaſts of her 
conſvlations, and be ſatisfied with the 
abundant light and knowledge of Goſpel 
truth, which they ſhall derive from her; 
that America mall be the place to which 
the perſecuted in other nations ſhall flee 
from the tyranny of their oppreſſors, 
where they ſhall find a ſafe retreat, and 
ſhall be cheriſhed by her like children by a 


tender mother: and that peace an quiet- 
: G 
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0 noſs ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon a firm and 
7 | laſting baſis, ſo that the enemy ſhall have 
no more power to ,oppreſs : and that God 

will take vengeance on our enemies, and 


| will ſubject them to the moſt terrible and 

\ defolating judgments, which will end in 

"= their entire overthrow and deſtruction. 

þ || All theſe conſequences ſeem fairly to be 
EL deduced from our text and context: and 
indeed the dealings of divine providence 
towards us have been of fo ſingular a na- 
ture, that many judicious perſons have 
conluded that ſome grand events would 
ſoon take place, and a new and remarka- 
ble æra commence from this period; that 
America would become the ſeat of Liberty, 
civil and religious ; and a place to which 
the perſecuted ſhould repair for ſafety from 
the malice of their perfecutors. How 
furprizingly do theſe conjectures of wiſe 
men agree with the ſacred prophecy un- 
der conſideration ! Being then, my hear- 
ers, animated with the glorious encou- 
f ragement and promiſes ſet before us, let 
| us with holy confidence look to him who 
/ has been both our God and our fathers 
God, and who will never leave nor for- 
ſake his covenant people while they put 
their truſt! in him ; Our F athers ; truſted iz 
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him, and were delivered ; and will he not. 
deliver us, if we like them firmly rely up- 
on him in the faithful diſcharge of our 
duty? ? With what chcarfulneſs then may 
we endure our preſent calamities, when 
we have the word of a faithful God; that 
he will appear to our joy, and that our enemies 
ſhall be aſhamed ; and that as he has cauſed 
our Zion te bring forth children for her 
defence, ſo he will continue to raiſe up 
ſons for her protection, until her delive- 
rance is compleated. Let us then be 
ſtrong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might, let us quit ourſelves like men 
engaged in the moſt noble and glorious 
cauſe; let us behave like the true ſons of 
freedom and the faithful ſons of Zion; 
let us imitate the patience and fortitude 
of our pious fore-fathers, which they ex- 
Hhibited under all their hardſhips and ter- 
rible ſufferings that they endured ;. and 
if at any time we feel depreſſed or diſcou- 
raged with the proſpect before us, let us 
| for a moment conſider their ſituation, and 
ve ſhall find enough to ſtop, our mouths, 
not to make us aſhamed ;---let us, be- 
hold them landing in an uncultivated 
wilderneſs, inhabited by ſavages, deſtitute 
of many of the comforts and even the ne- 
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ceſſaries of life, expoſed to the inclemen- 
cies of the ſeaſon, one half of them periſh- 
ing in a few months thron gh the hard- 
ſhips which they endured ; 10 far diſtant 
ſrom any Engliſh ſettlement that they 
could receive no aſſiſtance in cafe of a fad. 
den invaſion from the Indians. A moſt 
deplorable ſituation indeed; Hut through 
their patience and fortitude they were 
ſupported under all thefe ſufferings; for 
they committed their cauſe to God, and 
were not forſaken. Are there any among 
us that are ready to murmer becauſe they 
are deprived of a few luxuries, or becauſe 
they cannot have all the elegancies which 
they formerly enjoyed Let them conſi- 
der, that when our fathers for want of 
the conveniences of life were obliged to 
live upon ground-nuts and ſhell fiſh, they 
did not murmer nor repine at their fitua- 
tion, but gratefully acknowledged the 
goodneſs of God towards them :----this I 
have ſomewhere found an inſtance record- 

ed, that one of them having dined up- 
on clams, very devoutly gave thanks to 
God, that he had fed him of the abun- 
dance of the ſeas, and with treaſures hid 
in the ſand. What a truly chriſtian tem- 
per, is here diſcovered ? . They had learn- 
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ed the Apoſtle Paul's leſſon, Whatever 
ſtate they were in, therewith to be content. 
And as they were reſigned to the Divine 
Will, ſo he appeared for their ſafety and 
protection, and the heathen were caſt out 


| before them. And as Divine Providence 


appeared for the protection of our fathers 
in the firſt ſettling of this land, ſo has he 


continued to protect both them aud us 


their poſterity unto the preſent day. Thus 
when that bigotted Papiſt, James the ſe- 
cond, had ſent over Sir Edmond Andros, 
to eſtabliſh tyranny and popery in this 
Land, the Lord appeared for the protec- 


tion, and to the joy of our fathers, and 


their enemies were aſhamed ; for the glo- 
rious revclution under King William, put 
a final periqd to their ſchemes for enſlav- 


ing this land. In like manner when a 
formidable French fleet had arrived at 


Halifax, in the year 1746, with a deſign 
to conquer and ſubdue the country, the 


Lord appeared to our joy, and our ene- 


mies were aſhamed ; for they were de- 
ſtroyed by the hand of Divine Providence 
in ſo wonderful a manner, that none of 
them were ſuffered to do us any harm. 
And in our preſent tribulations, we may 
obſerve a minifeſt deſign in providence to 
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Prevent our being ſubjected by dur ene- 
mies to the iron rod of ſlavery. For how 
often have they been prevented from tak- 
ing the advantage of our weakneſs ? And 
Divine Providence has in great kindneſs 
ſo ordered ir, that our enemies have in- 
creaſed their army no faſter than we have 
increaſed in ſtrength to reſiſt them. Can 
we, my brethren, when we confider'the 
glorious example of our fore-fathers, and 
how they were protected; when we con- 
fider the manifeſt tokens of the Divine fa- 
vor towards us in the preſent day, and 
the gracious encouragement afforded in 
our text, once entertain a thought of be- 
ing diſcouraged, even though our tribula- 
tion ſhould become much greater and ſe- 
verer than it ever yet has been ? Surely 
to be diſmayed when we have ſuch glori- 
ous encouragements, muſt diſcover à great 
degree of ingratitude, and a eriminal 
want of faith in the promiſes of God. 
Ought we not rather in a firm belief of 
the word of God, with a pleaſing and 
grateful ſenſe of the Divine goodneſs, 
reflect upon that happy and glorious 
ſtate which is to take place when our 
deliverance is compleated ? Moſt cer- 
tainly we may, in the midſt of our 
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- wibulations anticipate the joy of that han 


py period, when our peace ſhall be extended 
to us like a river, and the glory of the, Gentiles 
like a flowing ſtream ; when, all the friends 
of our Fer uſalem that mourned for her, [hall 
come to rejoice with her, and ro ſuck of the 
breaſts of her conſolations, and to be delighted 
with the abundance of her glory. 


Bat there is one thing that damps the 
joy of theſe delightfal contemptations, 
and is a very ſenſible alloy to the plea- 
ſure that would otherwiſe ariſe from ſuch 
a noble and glorious proſpect as we have 
before us---and that is, my brethren the 
awful ſpirit of rapacity and oppreſion, of 
profaneſs and irreligion, that ſeems ſo ge- 
nerally diffuſed through our land; this is 
a very alarming conſideration indeed, 


which loudly calls for deep humiliation 


and a ſpeedy reformation, ifwe expect to 
eſcape the judgment of heaven. Let us 
remember that the ſins of God's covenant 
people are more aggravated in his ſight 
than the ſins of others, and therefore they 
are expoſed to his ſeyereſt judgments : 

hence the Lord ſays to Iſrael, Amos 3. 2, 
You only have 1 known of all the families of the 
earth ; therefore I will puniſh you for all your 
iniquitics., And what ſtill increaſes the 
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Built. is, that this ſpirit of Avarice, opPrek⸗ 


non and Monopolizing, has taken place 
in a time of general calamity, when there 


is a loud calf upon every one to exert 


himſelf for the publick good, and to re- 
Keve' thoſe that are ſufferrers by the times. 
Oppreffion at ſuch a time muſt diſcover 
the utmoſt degree of baſeneſs and depra- 


vity. Beſides, to harden ourſelves in im- 


piety and wickedneſs, when the judg- 
ments of God are abroad in our land, what 
is it but to fill up the meaſure of our ini- 


quities, that wrath may come upon us to 


the uttermoſt. Let the avaritious and the 


profane hear theſe things and tremble !- 


Can you dwell with devouring fire ? can 
you inhabit with everlaſting burnings ? 
For remember that God will be a conſu- 


ming fire to all hardened and N e EY 
ern N 


But I cruſt that God has terte to 
kimſelf a remnant among us, who have 
kept their garments from being defiled 
with the fins of the times, and who lament 
and'bewail all the abominations that are 
done in the Land. Theſe ſhall be pre- 


ſe ved, from the terrible judgments, which 
ſhall befall not only our enemies, but 


alſo all thoſe, who have been guilty of 


or practice, whenever any proper matter 


TW 1 


the attrocious crimes of the preſent day, 
and do not repent of their deeds. 


In the next place, while we are eonſi- 
dering the pious example of our Fathers, 
let us remember that they witneſſed a 
good confeſſion ; for they trembled at the 
word of God ; they made it the only ſtan- 
dard of their chriſtian faith and practice. 
Let us herein imitate them, and never 
mix any of our own. invention with the 
word of God. Let us ever pay ſo much 
reverence to the Divine Oracles, as never 
in any one inſtance to depart from the 


plain and obvious ſenſe. of ſcripture for 


the ſake of indulging any favorite hype- 
theſis ; let us never dare to reject any 
truths to be believed, or any ordinances 
that Chriſt has commanded us to obſerve. 
Let us always be ready to receive any new 
light or truth, which ſhall at any time be 
diſcoveredfrom the word of God. This we 
have already ſeen was the ſentiments ofour 
Fathers. Let us never be deſirous of being: 
denominated from any man as our father 
and founder, nor everiet upany human ſyſ- 
te ms, or particular expoſitions of ſcripture 
as the ſtandard of truth; but let us ever 
be ready to correct any error in doctrine 
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1 
of conviction is laid before us, or exhibit- 
ed to us from the word of God. 

THERE is no doubt yith me, but that 
we are all of us miſtaken about many 
things contained in tlie ſacred Scriptures ; 
for I am fully perſuaded, that there is no 
one denomination of chriſtians among us, 
but what does deviate in many things 
from the ſacred rule. The true Apoſto- 
lick chriſtianity contained in the New- 
Teſtament, does no where ſhine forth in 
its meridian luſtre and brightneſs : and 
there is no way that I know of to revive 
primitive chriſtianity and to purge it from 
all corrupt mixtures but only by a cloſe and 
impartial examination 'of the' Scriptures, 
and our being ready to reform any error 
as ſoon as we diſcover it. Further, it 
we have no cauſe to ſerve but the cauſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhall never be govern- 
ed by a party ſpirit ; but ſhall be ready, 
as our {athers were, to receive all perſons 
to our communion, that agree with us in 
the ſolid points of piety, however they 
may differ from us in matters of ſmall 
moment. To require any terms of com- 
munion that Jeſus Chriſt has not eſtabliſh- 
ed ; to ſeperate from any ſociety of chriſ- 
tians holding to the grand fundamentals of 
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religion, when they do not impoſe upon 
us ſinful terms of communion; or to ex- 
clade from our communion any perſon 
whom we believe that the great head of 
the Church will own and receive, is to 


make ourſelves guilty of an antichriſtian 


ſpirit. , When we renounce from our 


communion and fellowſhip, perſons, that 


in a judgment of charity we believe to be 
real chriſtians, only becauſe they are of a 
different perſuaſion from us, or belong to 


-another denomination of chriſtians, it 1s 


Plain that we are not ſeeking, but oppo- 


ing the intereſt of Chriſt's kingdom. 
Hence the Apoſtle Jude tells us, that hoſe 


who ſeperate themſelves are ſenſual, having 


not the ſpirit, And the Apoſtle Paul, has 
taught us, that they who cauſe diviſions, 
. ferve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt but their own 


bellies ; and by good words and fair ſpeeches 
they aeceive-the bearts of the ſimple ; under 


, pretence of greater purity in religion they 
draw off from others, though their whole. 
, delign is to ſerve their own corrupt pur- 


. Poles : therefore he orders us to avoid 
them; Rom. 16. 17, 18. Love and uni- 
ty are eſſential marks of a true chriſtian. 


Were we poſſeſſed of true chriſtian can- 


dor, by a fair and impartial examininati- 
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on we ſhould find; that many differences 
in explaining particular articles of faith, 
are only meer verbal differences, and en- 
tixely vaniſh when we come to define our 
terms. I have always converſed freely 
with perſons of very different ſentiments 
from each other; and to my great ſur- 
Prize have ofign found amongſt perſons of 
ſuppoſed oppolite principles, that a very 
great part of their difference in fentiment 
aroſe from their affixing different ideas to, 
the ſame words and phrafes; fo that 
when they have been at the pains to 
explain their own terms, the difference 
bas vaniſhed, and there has remained no- 
thing of any moment to contend about. 
To conclude, may God the father of 
moereies enable us to imitate the virtu- 
-0us examples of our pious. forefathers---- 
May we ſtrive to cultivate the benevolent 
fpirtt of the goſpel May our enemies be 
_eonfounded-- may a happy and glorious 
peace be eſtabliſhed, - may our juſt rights 
be ſecured upon a firm and unſhaken 
foundation :---But above all, may the 
glorious kingdom of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt be eſtabliſhed throughout the 
world, and all nations be brought ro the 
unity of the faith z AuUE N. 


A PPENDI * 


HERE is one obſervation which 
was omitted in the preceeding diſ- 
courſe, that I beg leave to inſert in this 
place ; viz. that the Perſecutors in our 
text were not idolatars, or image wor- 
ſhippers. This I collect from the three 
firſt verſes of the context, in which they 
are ſhewn that true religion conſiſts in 
the temper of the mind, and not in ex- 
ternal pomp. Thus ſaith ihe Lord, the hea- 
den is my throne, and the garth is my footſtool : 1 
_ where is the houſe that ye build unto me? and IM} 
where is the place of my reſt ? For all thoſe ' be 
things hath my hand made, and all thoſe Things Ei Hh 
Have been, ſaith the Lord but to this man 1 WY 
will I look, even to him that is poor and of & © 
contrite ſpirit, and that trembleth at my word. „0 
Here the Lord ſhews the vanity of con- ö 
fining the reſidence of the Maſt High to ö 
temples made with hands; or of the ſup- 1 
poſition that he could be circumſcribed or _ . 
| bounded by any thing that he had made ; 4 
that the temples that he would delight to 1 
dwell in, were the hearts of the humble 
and contrite ones. And to ſhew his ab- | 
| horrence of thoſe men who pretended to 
great zeal in attending the ordinances of 5 
God, while their hearts were deſtitute of [7.8 
real "piety, the Lord inſtances in theſe 
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. s which were held in the greateſt 
Iöflerrener among the Jews, ver. 3. He 
thut killeth an ox, is as if be flew. a man : be 
that facrificeth a lamb, as if” be cut off a dogs 
-neck be that off ereth an oblation, as if he of - 
fereth Fwine's blood! ; he that burneth incenſe,as 
F he bleſſed an idol : yea, they have choſen 
their own ways, and their ſoul delighteth in 
' their abominations. Now as the Lord ma- 
nifeſtly deſigns to convince them of his 
diſpleaſure at them, for their offering la- 
crifices to him with impure hearts, it is 
neceſſary that the examples by which he 
 manileils his ditplealure, hould be ſuch 
things, as they themſelves abhorred: but 
bleſſing an idol being one of the things men- 

tioned by way of illuſtpatlon, it follows 
that idolatry was one of the things which 
" thoſe perſecutors themſelves abhorred. But 
if any one ſhould aſk, by What authority 
7 apply this pallage of Scripture to the 
times of Chriſtianity, when there are ſo 
many expreſſions! in it that evidently re- 
late to the Jewiſh” worthip ? 1 anſwer, 
That the writers of the {acred pages often 
deſcribe the"chritftian church and worihip 
in terms and expreſſions taken from the 
Jewish church had Mofaic diſpenſation 


1 hus the nine laſt chapter ; of E L2ckiel are 
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generally underſtood to be a prophecy of 
the church under the chriſtian and goſpel" 
dichenfation, though every phrale is ta- 
ken from the Moſaic | and Levitical diſ- 
penfation. Thus Ifrael, the feed of Da- 
vid, the ſeed of Abraham, Zion and je- 
ruſalem, are applied to the church of God 
ufder the goſpel diſpenſation : according- 
ly we find a prophety in Hoſea 1. 10. 
that the number of the chilaren of Iſrael ſrould* 
be as the Jane of the fea, which cannot be mea- 
ſured or numbered ; and that in the place 
where it was ſaid of them, ye are not my peo- 
ple, there ir ſhould be ſaid of them,ye are the ſons * 
of the living God. This paſſage is applied * 
by the the apoſtle, Rom. 9. 24,---26. tothe F 
calling of the Gentiles to the embracing — 2 
of Chrſtianity. We alſo find a paſſage in = 
the Prophet Jeremiah, that in the reign of 7 
David's righteous branch, i. e. under the 2 
government of jeſus Chriſt, the ſon of Da- 
vid; we find a promile, I fay, that the 
ſeed of David, and the Levites, God's mi- 
niiters, ſhould become innumerable, like 
the ſand of the fea, and the ſtars of hea- 
ven; ſee Jerem. 33. 15---26. Now here 
by the ſeed of David, muſt evidently be 
underſtood the dijciples of Jeſus Chriſt 2 
the ſon of David, and by Levites, Goſpel 


and not a proper name, is here intended, 
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miniſters ; 3 inaſmuch as the Jews having. 
long ſince loſt their genealogies, it ſeems 
impoſſible, without a miracle, to diſcover 
who are the natural offspring of David, 

from thoſe that are not. In the fame 
ſenſe muſt be underſtood Zech. 1 2. 7 --12 
where the houſe of David, and inhabitants 


of Jeruſalem mean true chriſtians : the fa- 


mily of the houſe of Nathan, I apprehend, 
mean Deacons ; for Natben, as I take it, is 
only the Gongular of Nethinim. Now the 
Nathinims were. perſons, whom David 
and the Princes of Iſrael appointed to be 
over the treaſures - of all thoſe things, 
which had been dedicated either by Da- 
vid or any other perſons for the mainte- 
nance of the houſe and worſhip of God; 


f 


compare Ezra 8. 20, with 1 Seren * | 


20---28. Nethinims, therefore, anſwer 
tc the order of Deacons, under the goſpel 
diſpenſation; and the family of the houſe 
of Levianſwer to goſpel miniſters, or paſ- 
tors of churches : by the family of Shimei 
I underſtand thoſe that have been hcarers 
of the word preached, but who have not 
made an open profeſſion of chriitianity ; 

my reaſons are Firſt, that Shime: properly 
ſignifies a bearer ; and that an appellative, - 
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from the article he ; s being affixed to it; 
now this article is not commonly placed 
before proper names, but only kefore ap- 
pellatives ; ſo that it ought to have been 
tranſlated; not the family of Shimei, but, 
the family of the hearer. Secondly, we 
may ' obſerve that the word houſe is added 
to the other families, -but omitted here ; 
thus it is expreſſed, the family of the 
houſe bf David, the family of the houſe 
of Nathan, the family of the houſe of Le- 
vi; but with regard to Shimei, it is only 
imply the family of Shimei, which omiſſion, 
as I take it, implies that the perſons here 
ſignified by the family of Shimej, do not 
belong to the church of Chriſt ; for that 
by oy, e 1s ſometimes meant the church, 
fee Heb. 3: 6. but Chriſt as N fon over his 
eh houſe, whoſe houſe are we if we hold faſt 
"the confldence, and the rejoicing of the hope 

n unto the end; and r Tim. 3. 15. the 
houſe of God, which is the church of the living 
God. Theſe are the reaſons that induce 
me to believe, that by the family of Shimez, 
is meant the perſons that attend the 
' preached word, but are not members of 
any viſible church. We alſo find in the 
Epiſtle to the Heb. Chap. 12. 22, 23, that 


5 chriſtians are ſald to have come unto Mount 
a "4 I 
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| Fiat, 40 unto has. city of the mi God, a 


-heavenlyFeruſalem; ice. that they were joĩned 


to the general àaſſembly and churcli of the 


firſt born, Which are written in heaven; 
by which we are to underſtand, that they 
were members of the church of Chriſt, and 
heirs of eternal lie; and the Apoſtle tells 
us, Gal. 3. 29. that all rhat ure Chriſt's, 1. 
e. that are true chriſtians, are an 


3 and beirs 1 70 promiſes” 1 e 


Tuxsx remarks may ſerve to thew the 


propriety d of applying the prophecy con- 
tained in our text and. context to the 


ſtate of the church under the. goſpel diſ- 
penſation: and by theſe helps we are na- 


5 turally led to underſtand the, 17th verſe 


of the context, of thoſe who profeſs chriſ- 
tianity, and yet live after the manner of 
. theGentiles, They that ſan@ify themſelves and 
Pur ify themſelves in the gardens behind one tree 


in the midſt, eating ſwines fleſh, aud the abomi- 


nation, and the mouſe, ſpall le conſumed together 
faith the Lord. Is here not a prophecy of 
the deſtruction of the church of Rome ? 
For do not the members of * church, 
although they profeſs chriſtianity, defile 
themſelves with the abominations of the 
Gentiles? And are they not called Gen- 
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tlles in the 11th Chap, . Rey. verſe 2. 
We are alſo told that thoſe 'who- eſcaped 
the: deſtruction that ſhould befall the ene- 
mies of truth, ſhould ſpread the know- 
ledge of God among t e Gentiles, and 
Or they ſhould! rang weir Gentile con- 
'to the Holy mountain Jeruſalem, | 
oe there offer them for an offering unto 0 
the Lord, and that the Lord would take i 
| of theſe Gentile” converts for Prieſts and 
779 Tee context, ver. 18---21. Here 
we ſce, that choſe who were not deſcen- 
Aknt s from Iſrael by natural generation, 
but Who were Gentile converts, are cal- 
led Priefts and Levites ; which is a very 
ſtrong, proof that this prophecy belongs 
not to, the "Jewiſh, but to che chriſtian 
church. And 'as Goſpel Miniſters are ot 
dels deſcribed under the character of | 
Jewiſh Prieſts and Levites, ſo the chriſtian 
ſolemnities for public worſhip are expreſ- 
{ſed agrecable to the diſpenſation of Moſes, 
verſe 23. Andit ſpall come to paſs, that 
from, one new moon to another, and from one 
ſabbath to another, ſhall all fleſh come to wor- 
ſhip before me, ſaith the Lord, New moons 
_ and fabbaths, we all know, vere Jewiſh 
ſolemnities 7 yet they are here uſed to 
deſeribe the ſeaſons for Fable Worlhib 
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under the Goſpel diſpenſation, 9 0 is 
to me a further and, infallible ne thai 

this pro ghecy reſpects the Chriſtian "and 
not the Jewiſh diſpenſation is, that it is 
to receive its full agromplihmens kr the 
time when the new. heavens aud the new 
earth are eſtabliſhed, as we may ſee from 
the 22. ver. Far as the new beavens and the 
new earthy; which, I, will make, ball remain 
before me, ſaith the Lord, ſo. ſpall jour ſeed and 
name remaiu. But, the promiſe of che new 
heavens and new.carth remains yet to be 
fulfilled, 2 Peter, 3. 13. Nevertheleſs we 
according to bis pr omiſe, Jaok far neu heavens 
and a new earth whergin qwelleth righteouſ- 
neſß. This glorious; and happy ſtate of 
the church, according to the Apoſtle John 
in the Revelation, is to take place after 
the firſt reſurrection, Rey. 21. 1. And I 
ſaw, a new heaven and a new, earth, for. the 
firſt beaver and the firſt earth. were paſſed, ar 
way ; and there WAS ne more ſea In this 
new heaven and new earth he ſaw th 

holy city new Jeruſalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven; which city he 
largely deſcribes in che 21ſt and 22d 
chapters. In order to underſtand. this 
deſcription, we are to remember, that 
almoſt every thing in the Revelation relat- 
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ing to the chriſtian church is expreſſed 
by figures taken from the diſpenſat ion of 
Moſes'; thus the four living creatures, 
and the 24 elders, are ſuppoſed by learn- 
ed men to be taken from the encamp- 
ment of the children of Iſrael in the wil- 
derneſs under four ſtandards, and from 
the diviſion of the Prieſts into 24 courſes, 
which was made by David. Inlike manner 
we find that the true Apoſtolic Chriſtians 
who receive the ſeal of the Divine protec- 
tion, by which they are preſerved from 
the judments that ſhall befall the corrup- 
tors of the faith, are ſaid to be an hun- 
dred and forty four thouſand; of all the 
tribes of the children of Iſrael, i. e. I 2, ooo 
out of every tribe, each of which tribes 
is here Pareiculerix . one by one, 
Rey. y Chap. | 


Now as thete has been no ſuch Feizrk⸗ 
able converſion of the natural deſcen- 
dants of Iſrael to the chriſtian faith; and 
as for r many ages the ten tribes have been 
lolt, or rather utterly unknown to the 
reſt of che world, we are obliged to have 
recourſe to the myſtical ſenſe, and to un- 
derſtand by the twelve tribes of Iſrael, 
chriſtians, who are founded upon the co- 

venant promiſes made to the twelve Pa- 
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ttiarehg, or ſons of Jacob. The twelve, 
thouſand of any particular tribe, are the 
thouſands that embrace the doctrine of 
the:twelye! Apoſtles, being, heirs of the. 
promiſes made to the twelve Patriarchs:; 
ſee Acts 26. 6, 7, 8. When therefore. 
we ate told that che city, New Jeruſalem, 
i. e., the pure church of Chriſt, had, 
twelve gates, and names written therepn, 
which are the names of the twelve tribes 
of the children of Iſrael, we are naturally, 
led to underſtand, that We cannot enter 
into the church of Chriſt, until we become 
heirs of the ſpiritual bleſſings promiſed 
to the twelve tribes of Iſrael. The twelve 
Angels at the gates are the. Miniſters of 
Chriſt, whole buſineſs it is to admit proper 
ſabje cis to church fellowſhip,;and. to open 
the gates of the church for the admiſſion 
of, members. Theſe twelve, gates are 
claſſedãn four diviſions, each diviſion con- 
raining three gates, and facing one of the 
four cardinal points of the compaſs : this 
e he Co tens Lec 
children of Iſrael in the wilderneſs under 


four ſtandards, having 'thr ee tribes to a 
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one of the, four cardinal points of the 
compaſs: ſee, the ſecond chapter of 

7 1 5 4+ 8 . AF by 2954 2 J 4 4&4 14. ö $ 


. 


be conſidered as belonging to ſome one 


ritante, faith the Lord God. By bein g 


Apoſtolie writings, and not from the 
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Numbers. This ſhews that afl' who 
belong to the New fſerufalem are to 


of the twelve tribes of Iſrael; agreeable to 
this, is that paſſage'i in Rzek. 47. 22, 23. 
Aud it F. cume to paſs that ye ſhall divide it 
by lot, for an inheritance unto you, and to the 
ranger r that foj Journ among yon, which "ſhall 
beget children among you ; and they ſhall be un- 
0 you as born in the country among the thilttren 
of Iſrael : they ſhall have ' inheritance with 
Jou, among the tribes of Iſrael ; and it Bull 
come 70 paſs, that in what tribe the ſt tf anger 
Pe journeth, there ſhall ye give him his © fnhe- 


grafted into the ſame ſtock with the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, they are conſidered: as be- 
| mg of the Glens nation with them, and 
are treated in every reſpect, ' as though 
they were the natural offspring of Jacob. 
See Rom. 11. 16——-2z7. The Gall of the 
city we are told had twelve foundations, 
and in them the names of the twelve 
Apoſtles of the Lamb; to denote that 
pftire chriſtianity i is to be taken from the 


- traditions. of fallible men. The wall of 
the city is alſo faid to be an hundred and 
forty four cubits, which is 12 multiplied 
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by 12, to. * that the ſecurity, and 
protection of. chriſtians conſiſt in their 
. cloſely adhering to the covenant of grage 
made with, the antient Patriarchs, and to 
the doctrine of the twelve Apoſtles, The 
foundations of the wall of the city are. ſaid 
to be garniſhed with all manner of preci- 
ous ſtones, each one of the twelve foun- 
dations being garniſhed with one particu- 
lar ſtone; a metaphor taken, from the law 
. of Moſes, where theJewiſh High Prieſt was 
ordered to wear before the Lord the 
breaſt- plate of Judgment, in Which were 
placed twelve precious ſtones, which had 
engraven on them the names of the twelve 
tribes of Iſrael; and they were ſet in four 
rows, three ſtones in a row, agreeable to 
the encampment of the children of Iſrael 

the wilderneſs, under. four ſtandards, 
"Having three tribes to a ſtandard. Now 
theſe twelve. foundations being garniſhed 
with twelve precious ſtones, ſeems to im- 
ply that the doctrine of the twelve Apoſ- 
tles ſhines with the luſtre of the precious 
promiſes made to the antient fathers of 
the twelve tribes. of Iſrael... We alſo find 
that the ſight of the city New Jeruſalem. i is 
- aid to be Uke a Jaſper, which was the ſtone 
rhat repreſented the tribe of Benjamin. j in 


F 


the High Prieſt's hreaſl-platez,a, proper, 
figure, for the city Jeruſalem, which be=. 
longed to the tribe of Benjamin. 


Ix like manner God the father fitting 


upon his throne of grace and mercy, is 
laid to be like a Jaſper and a Sur dine Stone; 
a Jaſper to ſignify: Jeruſalem, and a Sars, 
dine ſtone to ſignify Judah : Now Judah 
and Jeruſalem are proper types of che: 
true church of Chriſt. Here then is a 
repreſentation of the 1.7 conſidered as , 
the God and father of his church and co- 
venant people. The rainbow round about 
the throne is a proper token of. the cove- 
nant. It's being i in ſi ght like an emerald, 

the ſtone of Ruben, in whoſe ſtandard was. 


the figure of the face ofa man, denotes; 


that this covenant was eſtabliſhed by. the 
man Chriſt Jeſus, for the ſalvation of the 


Human race: The tree of life, i. e. the, 


covenant of Grace, is ſaid to bear twely 
manner of fruits, i. e. fruits for every, 


tribe of Iſrael; which implies that the. 


bleſſings of the covenant of grace belong 
to all he children of God. This tree. 
yields it's fruit every month ; by which 
we are to underſtand, that theſe bleſſings. 
ure diſpenſed to the fairhful on every ſea» 


— : 
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ſonl of public worſhip. Here is a plain 
altuſion' to the Jewiſh new moons, which 
were ſacred folemnities for public worſhip, 
ſee: 2. Kings: 4, 23. And Haiah, 66, 23. 
2d. Another reaſon that induces me to 
think that this paſſage” of {riprure; VIZ. 
the 66th chapter of Iſaiah, is «pplicabte to 
the times of chriſtianity, is, that the ene- 
mies and corruptors of the truth under 
the goſpel diſpenſation, are ſpoken of by 
the fame names with the enemies of the 
Fewifh church, and fuch who were guilty 
of groſs corruptions under the old Teſta- 
ment ' diſpenſation : Thus in the Revela- 83 
tion, Babylon is the name of the greas ene- 
my and perſecutor of the true churc h of 
Chriſt. In like manner we are told; Rev. 
11. 8. That the Antichriſtian church 18 
ſpiritually called Sodom and Egypt. Does. 
not this imply, that the antient prophets 

ropkeſi ec of this Antichriſtian church, | 
under the figure of Sodom and Eg gypt. ? 
And may we not find a propheſy concern- 
ing this my {tic Sodom ? Ezekiel, 16, 46— 
61. That her captivity ſhall be reſtored, and 
that Sodom and her daughters ſpall return to 
| their former eſtate.” But can this be under- 
ſcood of Sodom in a Htteral ſenſe? In the 


186 -1) 
ſame propbeſy Samaria is called the elder, 
and Sodom the younger 11 fi ſter of Jeruſalem : 
But how can this be true in the litteral 
ſenſe, when Sodom was deſtroyed from 
Heaven many years before that Samaria 
was built ? Are we not then naturally led 
to the myſtic ſenſe,. viz., that before the 
final deſtruction of Antichriſt, many Ro- 
man Catholicks ſhall be converted, and 
embrace primitive chriſtianity ; which 
ſeems to be confirmed from; Ezekiel, 47, 
8.11; where we are told that the dead 
ſea of Sodom ſhould be healed by the wa- 
ters that proceeded from the ſanctuary ; 
1. e. that by the means of grace, multitudes 
of this myſtic Sodom ſhall be brought to 
the acknowledgement of the truth. E- 
gypt is the figure that repreſents the 
church of Rome in the following prophe- 
ties, Ifaiah, II. Ii, 15. Chap. 19, 23. 
25. and chap. 27, 13. Zechariah, 10. 
Io, 11. The Aſſyria which is mentioned 
with Egypt, in theſe prophefies, is donbt- 
leſs the ſame with the land of Magog in 
Ezekiel, 38. 2. by which is generally ſup- 
poſed that Turkey is intended, of which 
the antient Aſſyria is now a part: In the 
fame ſenſe, I ſuppoſe, is Aſlyria to de un- 
derſtood ; in Micah, 5, 6 fas 


| [6 J 
The feafbn why the Antichriſtian church 
isteklled Sédom, ſeems to be this,; that 
|  hvitig imitated''Sodom in wickedneſs, 
| the onthe. that is to be inflicted on 
"them, will be like che deſtruction that was 
brought upon Sodom and Gomotrah.----- 
Cbmpare aiah, 1. chap. verſe; 9, 10. 
ce "chap." 43 Verſe * 9. Jeremiah, 23, 
hap,” 14, verſe. Heut. 2 29. chap. verſe, 
* 23. In the laſt mentioned text, Moſes 
| tells the Iſralites, that when God's cove- 
Nat poople ſhould apoſtatize to idolatory, 
their budlilhlwet ſhould be like that of 
Sodom, Au that whole Land thereof i is brim- 
ſtone, and fate and burning, that it is not ſown 
nor beartth; nor any grafs groweth therein 
like the 'overtb#ow ef, Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Now as this was never litterally true 
 withieſpett to the land of Ifrael is it 
not a perdiction concerning the deſtrue- 
Lion of that myſtie Sodom the church of 
Rome! Edom ſeems another type of the 
Antichriſtian Rame, for in the 63d, chap. 
of Ia. Chriſt conquering his enemies is re- 
preſented as comingfromEdom as the place 
where this tragical ſcene is ated. Now 
compare this with Rev. 19. chap. verſe 13, 
15. and it will plainly appear that the 
church of Rome is miſtic Edom ; for in 


5 9, 4 
both places Chriſt is repreſented as tread- 
ing ths: wine-preſs of God's wrath, and 
having his raiment dyed with the blood 
of his enemies. Compare alſo Revelation, 
chap. 14, verſe, 18, 20. It is alſo well 
known, that the Jewiſh writers by Edom 
underſtand Rome, and Romitſh chriſtians; 
we are alſo told that the 'genuine editions 
of the Targum of Jonathan paraphraſe the 
34th chap. of Ifa. verſe gth, thus ; and the 
Rivers of Rome ſhall be turned into pitch, and the 
duſt thereof into brimſtone, and the Land thereof 
ſhall become burning pitch ; it ſhall nor be 
quenched night nor day, the ſmoke thereof ſhall 
go up forever. Now we know, that this 
Chapter is a prophecy of the deſtruction 
.of the Edomites ; but the rivers of Edom 
litteraly taken, have never been turned 
into pitch, nor the duſt thereof into 
brimſtone. Are we not then to underſtand 
the prophecy as a prediction of the de- 
ſtruction of the Church of Rome, that 
myſtic Edom ? I will now cloſe this Ap- 
pendix,by aſking whether the 66th chap. 

of Iſaiah, may not be illuſtrated by com- 
pairing it with the' 4th chapter of Micah, 
the firſt five verſes of which are evidently 
a prophecy of the glorious-ſtate of the 
Church of Chrift in "_o latter days; in 
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the 6th verſe it is added, in that aay i. e. 
at tho time when God ſhall, be about to 
eſtahliſi the glorious ſtate of the church, 
Jaith the Lord will J afſemble her that halteth, 
and Ill gather her that is driven aut, and 
her that I have affiifted 5; and I will make her 


r 


that halted, à renmant, and her that was caſt 
far , 4. ftrong nation ; are not theſe they 
who in Ila. 66th, verſe 5th,,, were hated 


and caſt. out by their brethren, that af- 


terwards were born into a nation at once. 


In verſe gth, we read, Ir ere no king in 


thee? It thy counſelor pexiſped? Does not 
this imply ſuch a diſſoludon of the form 
of government as took place when our 
Charter was vaeated ? there next follows 
@ prediction 6f the travail of Zion, i. e. 
as we have ſhewn above, the calatnity of 
war, in which calamity, it is faid in verſe 
10, that they ſhonld go out of the city, 
and ſhould dwell in the field; and have 
not our: capital towns been ſeized by the 
enemy, which has | obliged many of the 
inhabitants to retire into the fields of the 
country? It is added thou ſhalt go even 
10 Babylon, there alt thou be delivered there 
#he Lard ſhall redeem” thee from the hand of 
thine enemies. Are not the French and 
Spaniards a conſiderable part of myſtic 


1 


Babylon ? And does it not appear pro- 
bable, that they will be the means of our 
deliverance from our enemies, in conſe- 
quence of our applying to them? many 


nations have alſo gathered together againſt 


us, both Europeans, Africans, and Amee 
rican Savages, according to verſe 11th. 
And farther is it not implyed in the 3d 
verſe of the 5th chap. of Micah, which is 
plainly a continuation of the prophecy, 
contained in chap. 4th, that the reſtora- 
tion of the Jews to their own Land ſhall 
take place ſoon after the deliverance of 
Zion is compleated ? for the ad verſe be- 


ing a. prophecy, that Chriſt ſhould be 


born at Bethlehem, a city of the Jews, 
it is added in verſe 3d, Therefore will he 
give them up, i. e. the Jews, until the rime 
that ſhe which travaileth hath brought forth x 
then the remnant of his brethren ſhall return to 
the children of Iſrael. Theſe obſervations 
I ſubmit to the judgment of the candid 
and judicoius Reader. 
S. W. 
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